July 2, 2017




Office of the Bishop
Diocese of Brooklyn

310 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, New York 11215

June 2017

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, the faithful of Brooklyn and Queens,

Our faith is centered on the Eucharist and God’s Word. Vatican II reminded us that the Liturgy
is the “source and summit” of the life of the Church. It is meant to start our week, sending us
out on mission to the world. It is the source of our life - God’s life in us. It also should be that
high point or summit towards which we aim. We participate in the Liturgy to worship and to
receive God’s Grace to draw close to God and join together with our brothers and sisters
through the sacrament.

In our parishes today, priests often celebrate Masses each week in more than one language, often
working to celebrate in a language not their own. That is a challenge especially for homilies (as
it also is in one-to-one pastoral work such as counseling or Confession). We seek to welcome the
immigrant and where possible, priests have learned the language needed in their specific
community in order to serve the newcomers. As you know, the demographics change rather
rapidly in our diocese in Brooklyn and Queens; a language Mass that might have been essential
in a parish 30 years ago could be serving few attendees today.

Allow me to share with you some statistics:

. In 1995, Mass attendance in our Diocese was reported at an average of 286,000
people per weekend. In 2016, the average was reported at 220,000. That represents
a decrease of nearly 23 percent in the last 21 years. This decline in Mass attendance
means that in some parishes we have large capacity churches and a significantly
reduced Mass size.

. At that time, there was a higher number of priests living and working in our parishes.
Due to a large number of priest retirements and deaths in recent years, there are fewer
priests serving per parish. This results in overextending the other responsibilities of
our priests.

. Also, the reduced number of clergy with bilingual skills further complicates the ability
to best serve parishes with specific language needs.

There is no simple solution to this issue. In most of our parishes it is evident that we do not need
so many separate Masses to accommodate the number of parishioners in attendance at Sunday
Eucharist each week. In many situations, it seems clear that a reduction in the number of week-
end Masses is necessary. An adjustment in the Mass schedule can strengthen the community,
increasing participation in the remaining Masses. Truly, we wish to bring our people together.




I am asking pastors and administrators throughout the diocese in Brooklyn and Queens, in
consultation with their pastoral councils, to review and evaluate their Mass schedules. In most
parishes, the number of Masses celebrated each weekend could be reduced by at least one or
more Masses, depending on the number of people attending and the capacity of each church.

Additionally, I would ask that there be some coordination of schedules with neighboring
parishes. In a special way, I ask that there be at least one Sunday evening Mass within each
deanery, to accommodate those faithful who due to other obligations may not be able to attend
a Saturday evening or Sunday morning Mass.

I know that some parishioners will be directly affected when these changes take place in the
Weekend Mass schedule. Change is never easy. But our hope is to encourage more vibrant,
joyful celebrations of the Eucharist, bringing larger numbers of the faithful together to give
thanks and praise to God. I ask for your patience and understanding as adjustments are made
to your parish schedules. I also ask you to please make the personal sacrifices which may be
required to join together with your sisters and brothers at the weekend Eucharist. We must
keep in mind that everything we do as Church, we do for the praise and glory of God.

As previously mentioned, the Liturgy is the source and summit of the life of the Church. As we
move forward with this initiative of examining our weekend Mass schedules, my prayer is that
we may increase the involvement of our people, not only in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist,
but also in all other aspects of parish life.

Pastors and administrators are asked to send any proposed changes directly to their Vicar and
together we will evaluate all of them. My hope is to receive these proposals in the near future.

I am aware that some Mass intentions are already in place.

Thanking you in advance for your understanding and with an assurance of my continued
remembrance of you in prayer and in the celebration of the Eucharist, [ am

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio, Ph.D., D.D.
Bishop of Brooklyn




Mass &g for the
Intentions ¥ fWeeK

Sunday, July 2:

9:30 + Anna Wos by Tadeusz
11:00 + (Spanish) Jorge Visoni by Family
12:30 + Jennie Cioffi by Daughter

Monday, July 3:
8:15 +
12:15 + Edward Lykus by Fr. Davy

Tuesday, July 4:
8:15  For the special intentions of all who are
serving in the military
12:15 + June McNeill by the Quinlan Family

Wednesday, July 5:
8:15 + Fr, Martin, CMI
12:15 +

Thursday, July 6:
8:15 + Maryann & John Flanagan (Anniv.)
by daughter, Bridget Buckley
12:15 +

Friday, July 7:
8:15 + James N. Coughlan, Sr. by wife, Alie
1215 +
7:30 + (Spanish) Agradecimunto al Corazon
de Jesus de parte de Isolina Orellana
y he hijos y netos

Saturday, July 8:
8:15 +
5:30 + Hugh A. Reid by Melissa Siscaretti

Sunday, July 9:

9:30 + Stanley & Frances Krudysz by Son
11:00 + (Spanish) Jorge Visoni by Family
12:30 For the People of the Parish

Please remember those on our sick list in
your prayers: Allen Ryczek, Levieva Sve-
tiana, Molly Tyburczy, Julissa Garcia, Carolyn
Lattanzio, James Cahill, Joan Dobkin, Laurie
Rueckheim, Roman Rurak, Judith Ballester,
Steve Belus, Janice L. Whelan, James Cunniff,
Joseph Buenos, Patty Behan, Donald Budden-
hagen, Matthew Colasanti, Roza D’Souza, Ann
Kalter, Julia Bis, Bob Quagan, Elizabeth Kies,
Joseph Anthony D’Avino, Laura Borruso, Amy
Pisarki, John Slattery, Joseph Lauron, Patricia
Riordan, Carmelo Reyes, Marylou Ryan,
Patricia Taranovich, Eugene Stonebreaker,
Zofia Orlowska, Mary Sanz, Richard Schlopp,
Robert Keenan, Ryan Marshall, Anne Marie
Stampf, Edward Pertell, Genowefa Biernaca,
Elizabeth Malenik, Kataryna Gierczynska, Cait-
lyn Geer, James Buddenhagen, Gracielo Mero,
Bill Wisniewski, Gary Normandia, Lucy D’Avino,
Eleanor Heiberger, Brian Francis Campion,
Gemma Ferrara, Joseph Micatonick, Hank
Wisniewski, Frank Sarlie, Peggy Mae, Edwin
Soto, Irene Cahill, Lawrence O’Donnell, Chris-
tine Mascia, Marie Mascia, Julia Silva, Anthony
Kimkowski, Theresa Good, Mary Knapp,
George Koslab, Robert Trotta, Juano Cano,
Michael Anobile, Michael Aiello, Yolanda Aiello,
Diane Arzon Rodriguez, Martha Banfield, Gus-
tavo Guerra, Michael Conboy, Jaylin Figueroa

Pray for the deceased: James Sunderland

BREAD AND WINE

The bread and wine at all Masses from July
2nd to July 15th, will be offered in memory of
Luz Maria Roldan by M/M R. Pineiro.

Altar Flowers

All are welcome to offer flowers for the weekend
on the altar in honor of the living or
in memory of the deceased.
The suggested donation is $100.

Our food pantry is in need of the following
items: white rice, canned vegetables,
canned milk, coffee and tea. Thank you for
your




WEEKLY OFFERING
Weekend of June 24 - 25, 2017

Attendance - 624
Collection - $ 3,880.00
Peter’'s Pence Collection - $ 751.00
Votive Shrine - $ 695.00

Last year’s attendance - 621
Last year’s collection - $ 3,176.00
Last year’s Peter’'s Pence Collection -
$ 726.00
Last year’s Votive Shrine - $ 754.00

CCD Registration

For information please call:
Mrs. Janneth Cali, CCD Coordinator
347-933-1459 or email her at:

jannethcali@yahoo.com

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RITE
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS

Adults who are interested in receiving the
sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist or Confir-
mation are invited to participate in a faith
journey that we refer to as the Rite ot Chris-
tian Initiation for Adults.

Anyone interested in these classes should
speak to Fr. Davy or Fr. Antony or call the
rectory (718-383-3339). We are anxious to
assist you and help you prepare for the sac-
raments as you deepen your relationship
with the Lord.

Single Mingle Social

Are you single - let’s mingle!

Please join us for refreshments, friendship and
meeting new people on Saturday,
July 8, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. in
St. Anthony’s Parish Hall Dining Room,
715 Leonard Street.

I gles Fellowship

Newly Married

Stefanie A. Ganci & Steven F. Sinnona
June 25, 2017

Baptism

The parish family welcomes the newly
baptized:

Ryleigh Quinn Sheehan

Prayer for our Nation

God our Father, Giver of Life,
we entrust the United States of America
to Your loving care.

You are the rock on which this nation was
founded. You alone are the true source
of our cherished rights to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.
Reclaim this land for Your glory and
dwell among Your people.

Send your Spirit to touch the hearts of
our nation’s leaders.

Open their minds to the great worth of human
life and the responsibilities that accompany
human freedom. Remind Your people
that true happiness is rooted in seeking
and doing your will.

Through the intercession of Mary Immaculate,
Patroness of our land, lead us into a
new millennium of life.

ﬁ ngss megrica
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