
 Contact Us 
 

Rectory: 862 Manhattan Avenue  
Brooklyn, New York 11222 

Tel: 718-383-3339  
Fax: 718-383-6958 

Email:ant862@aol.com 
Website: 

www. 
stanthony-stalphonsus-

brooklyn.org 
 Office Hours 

Monday - Friday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Saturday: 8 am - 1 pm 

 Mass Schedule 
Mon - Fri: 9:30am  

Mon, Wed, Thurs 12:30 pm 
Friday: 7:30 pm (Spanish) 

Saturday: 9:30 am & 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 9:30 am &  

  11:00 am (Spanish), 12:30 pm  
Confessions 

Tuesday 10:15 am - 10:45 am 
Saturday 4 pm - 5 pm 

All other times 
please call the Rectory. 

 

Monthly Devotion 
Holy Family 

 

Pastor  
Rev. Mukalel J. Benny, CMI  

 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Sinto Joy, CMI  

 

Office Manager & Bookkeeper 
Betsy Rodriguez (ext. 110) 

 

Music Director  
Mr. Edward F. LaPlant, III 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
Betsy Rodriguez 

 

School of Adult Faith  
Formation (OCIA) 

Diane Pistey: 718-383-7809 

Devotions 
Mon-Sat: Rosary 10 am 

Monday: Miraculous Medal 
 (After 9:30 am Mass)  
Tuesday: St. Anthony  
(After 9:30 am Mass)  

Friday: Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy (After Rosary) 

First Friday: Eucharistic  
Adoration (After all Masses) 

 

Frist Sunday 
Of Lent 

 

February 22nd, 2026 

Primer Domingo   
De Cuaresma 

  

22 de Febrero 2026 



Please pray for our sick: / Por favor oren por nuestros enfermos: 
  Heal me, LORD, that I may be healed; save me, that I may be saved, for you are my praise. 

Sáname, oh SEÑOR, y seré sanado; Sálvame y seré salvado, Porque Tú eres mi alabanza. 
Jeremiah 17:14 / Jeremías 17:14 

Ramona Acevedo, Carlos and Juana Aguirre, Milagros Álvarez, Rosa Alvarez, Daliah Rose Alvarado, Michael Anobile, 
Judith Ballaster, Baby Jozef Ban, Mary Barreta, Stephanie Batista, Elsie Baumgardt, Steve Belus, Genowefa Biernaca, Laura Borruso, 
Anna Bostic, Alice Ellison Brown, Valerie Bruno, Rosa Caguana, Angel Cantu, Brian Francis Campion, Luis Castro, Dominic Cirone, 
Matthew Colasanti, Elvia Cuestas, Joseph Anthony D’Avino, Elizabeth Diaz, Joan Dobkin, Melodie Donovan, Abiola, Ajani, Ayoka, 

Nicole Falade, Olugbenga, Oluyemi, and Veruska Falade, Theresa Su Fang, Marie Feith, Gemma Ferrara, José Figueroa,  
Nancy Froelick, Julissa Garcia, Caitlyn Geer, Kataryna Gierczynska, Elizabeth “Betty” Gifford, Christine Godwin, 

Emily & Kiara Groce, Gladys Gutiérrez, Yvonne Harp, Francisca Herrera, Gilda Infante, Juliana Jiménez, Richard Johnson, 
Robert Keenan, Michael Kopec, Carolyn Lattanzio, Josep Lauron, Anna Lewicki, Zibbi Lewko, Ida M. Lopez, Oliver Jayme Lopez, 

Richard Lopez, Irena Maj Rodriguez, Thomas Mehldau, Elizabeth Malenik, Ryan Marshall, Frederick Martin, Andrea Martinez, 
Sobeida Matos Garcia, J. Meehan, Aiden & Andrew Millender, Aliannah Merino, John Montanez, Minellis Moya, Carmen Muñoz, 
Patricia Murphy, Ljuvica Negovan, Gary Normandia, Laila Skye O, Zofia Orlowska, Talia Ortega, Angel Pacheco, Donald Parson, 

María Petrona Paiz Turcios, Claudius Peña, Edward Pertell, Amy Pisarki, Gloria Quintero, José Ramos, Maria Ramos, 
A. L. Rodriguez, Laurie Rueckheim, Marylou Ryan, Rey Salgado, Mary Sanz, Frank Sarlie, Noah Serrano, Donna Siafakas, 

Julia Silva, Kristian Schoman, Virginia Sheehan, John Slattery, Karol Q. Soto, Antonio Stabile, Eugene Stonebreaker, 
Patricia Taranovich, H. J. Torres, Carol & Lori Tuzzio, John Tyburczy, Molly Tyburczy, Zenon Urban, Rose Vitale, Brian Wang, 

Janice L.Whelan, Barbara Wielunski, Bill Wisniewski, Raymond Z.,  

Saturday, February 21st:                                  St. Peter Damian                                Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7  
  5:30pm (Vigil Mass) + Katie Gannon by Family                                           Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19 / Mt 4:11 

Sunday, February 22nd:                                                        Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7 / Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19 / Mt 4:11 
  9:30am  + Alonzo BonGiorno by Angela Bongiorno 
 11:00am + Joseph Rachuta por Daniela Ramirez 
 12:30pm + Purgatory Society 
Monday, February 23rd:                                   St. Polycarp                                        Lv 19:1-2, 11-18 / Mt 25:31-46 
  9:30am  + People of the Parish 
 12:30pm + People of the Parish 
Tuesday, February 24th:                                                                                                             Is 55:10-11 / Mt 6:7-15 
  9:30am  + People of the Parish 

Wednesday, February 25th:                                                                                                     Jon 3:1-10 / Lk 11:29-32 
  9:30am  + People of the Parish                                                                                                            
 12:30pm + People of the Parish 

Thursday, February 26th:                                                                          Est C12, 14-16, 23-25 30:15-20 / Mt 7:7-12 
   9:30am  + People of the Parish 
 12:30pm  (Birthday) Natache Akeminou by Patricia Donvide 

Friday, February 27th:                               St. Gregory of Narek                                         Ez 18:21-28 / Mt 5:20-26 
  9:30am   In Thanksgiving Feb Cabasawan by Lita & Bernardo Cabrasawan 
  7:30pm  +Blanca Nury Restrepo Arcos por Jorge Restrepo  
Saturday, February 28th:                                                                                                        Dt 26:16-19 / Mt 5:43-48 
  9:30am  (Birthday) George Akeminou by Patricia Donvide      
  5:30pm (Vigil Mass) + Kashimir Family by H. Kashimir                                 Gn 12:1-4a / 2 Tm 1:8b-10 / Mt 17:1-9        
Sunday, March 1st:                                                                                             Gn 12:1-4a / 2 Tm 1:8b-10 / Mt 17:1-9  
  9:30am  + Luis Ramos by Bozena Ramos and Family 
 11:00am + Esneda Buitrago por Marleny Osorio 
 12:30pm + Joseph Mairu by Buddenhagen Family 



 

MESSAGE FROM FR. BENNY 
Pleasure, Pride & Power: The Temptations of Jesus! 

After His baptism in the Jordan, after the heavens opened and the Father declared, “This is my beloved Son,” the Spirit leads Jesus into 
the wilderness. Not into comfort. Not into applause. But into temptation. This already teaches us something profound: temptation is not 
a sign that God has abandoned us. Sometimes, it is precisely in the desert that God prepares us for mission. 
1. The First Temptation: Stones into Bread 
After forty days of fasting, Jesus is hungry. The tempter says, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become bread.” It 
sounds reasonable. What is wrong with bread? What is wrong with solving hunger? But the temptation is deeper. It is this: Use your 
power for yourself. Put your physical needs above obedience to the Father. Jesus replies, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
How often are we tempted to reduce our lives to “bread alone”? To live only for money, food, comfort, security, pleasure? These things 
are not evil in themselves. But when they become first, God becomes secondary. Jesus teaches us that our deepest hunger is not for 
bread, but for God. 
2. The Second Temptation: Testing God 
The devil takes Jesus to the pinnacle of the Temple and says, “Throw yourself down… for the angels will catch you.” This temptation is 
about pride and presumption. It is about forcing God’s hand. “Prove that you are the Son of God. Make a spectacle. Impress everyone.” 
How subtle this temptation is in our lives! We may not jump from buildings, but we sometimes demand signs. “Lord, if You really love 
me, fix this immediately.” “If You are there, prove it.” 
Jesus answers, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” Faith is not about manipulating God. It is about trusting Him — even 
when there is no dramatic miracle, no visible sign, no immediate solution. 
3. The Third Temptation: Power and Glory 
Finally, the devil shows Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and says, “All these I will give you, if you fall down and worship me.” 
Here is the ultimate temptation: power without the cross. Glory without sacrifice. A crown without Calvary. Jesus came to save the 
world. Satan offers Him a shortcut. No suffering. No rejection. Just immediate success. 
But Jesus says, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him alone shall you serve.” 
Brothers and sisters, this temptation is alive in every generation. We are tempted to compromise our values for success. To remain silent 
about truth for approval. To gain influence at the cost of integrity. But there are no shortcuts to holiness. There is no resurrection     
without the cross. 
The temptations of Jesus are not random. They touch the three great human weaknesses: Pleasure (bread), Pride (testing God) and 
Power (worldly glory) 
When tempted by pleasure let us say: “God is enough.” When tempted by pride let us say: “I trust You, Lord.” When tempted by 
power let us say: “You alone I worship.”          Fr. Mukalel J. Benny CMI, Pastor 
 

UN MENSAJE DEL PADRE BENNY 
Placer, orgullo y poder: ¡Las tentaciones de Jesús! 

Tras su bautismo en el Jordán, tras la apertura de los cielos y la declaración del Padre: «Este es mi Hijo amado», el Espíritu conduce a 
Jesús al desierto. No a la comodidad. No a los aplausos. Sino a la tentación. Esto ya nos enseña algo profundo: la tentación no es señal 
de que Dios nos ha abandonado. A veces, es precisamente en el desierto donde Dios nos prepara para la misión. 
1. La primera tentación: Piedras convertidas en pan 
Tras cuarenta días de ayuno, Jesús siente hambre. El tentador le dice: «Si eres Hijo de Dios, ordena que estas piedras se conviertan en 
pan». Suena razonable. ¿Qué tiene de malo el pan? ¿Qué tiene de malo solucionar el problema del hambre? Pero la tentación es más 
profunda. Es esta: Usa tu poder para ti mismo. Antepone tus necesidades físicas a la obediencia al Padre. Jesús responde: «No solo de 
pan vivirá el hombre, sino de toda palabra que sale de la boca de Dios». 
¿Con cuánta frecuencia nos sentimos tentados a reducir nuestras vidas a "solo pan"? ¿Vivir solo para el dinero, la comida, la             
comodidad, la seguridad, el placer? Estas cosas no son malas en sí mismas. Pero cuando se vuelven primordiales, Dios pasa a segundo 
plano. Jesús nos enseña que nuestra hambre más profunda no es de pan, sino de Dios. 
2. La segunda tentación: poner a prueba a Dios 
El diablo lleva a Jesús a la cima del Templo y le dice: «Tírate abajo... porque los ángeles te atraparán». Esta tentación se trata de orgullo 
y presunción. Se trata de forzar la mano de Dios. «Demuestra que eres el Hijo de Dios. Da un espectáculo. Impresiona a todos». 
¡Qué sutil es esta tentación en nuestras vidas! Puede que no saltemos de los edificios, pero a veces exigimos señales. «Señor, si de    
verdad me amas, arréglalo de inmediato». «Si estás ahí, demuéstramelo». 
Jesús responde: «No tentarás al Señor tu Dios». La fe no consiste en manipular a Dios. Se trata de confiar en él, incluso cuando no hay 
un milagro espectacular, ninguna señal visible ni una solución inmediata. 
3. La tercera tentación: poder y gloria 
Finalmente, el diablo le muestra a Jesús todos los reinos del mundo y le dice: «Todo esto te daré si te postras y me adoras». Aquí está la 
tentación máxima: poder sin la cruz. Gloria sin sacrificio. Una corona sin el Calvario. Jesús vino a salvar al mundo. Satanás le ofrece un 
atajo. Sin sufrimiento. Sin rechazo. Solo éxito inmediato. 
Pero Jesús dice: «Al Señor tu Dios adorarás, y sólo a él servirás». 
Hermanos y hermanas, esta tentación está presente en cada generación. Nos sentimos tentados a comprometer nuestros valores por el 
éxito. A callar la verdad para obtener aprobación. A ganar influencia a costa de la integridad. Pero no hay atajos hacia la santidad. No 
hay resurrección sin la cruz. 
Las tentaciones de Jesús no son casuales. Afectan las tres grandes debilidades humanas: el placer (el pan), el orgullo (probar a Dios) y 
el poder (la gloria mundana). 
Cuando nos tiente el placer, digamos: «Dios me basta». Cuando nos tiente el orgullo, digamos: «Confío en Ti, Señor». Cuando nos 
tiente el poder, digamos: «Solo a Ti adoro».            P. Mukalel J. Benny CMI, Pastor 

  



Descanse en Paz 
     Ana Perez 

 
Weekly Offering 

 
 
 
 
 

 February 13th - February 15th 2026 
Attendance 366 (Friday 34, Sat & Sun 305 )  
Collection $4,438 - First Collection $3,874 

Votive Shrine $348    Friday Spanish Mass $51 
Lenten Reflection Books $10    Fuel & Heat $155 

 

 2025  Attendance 420 Collection $4,633 
First Collection $3,040          Fri Spanish Mass $78   

       Votive Shrine $487 Heat & Fuel $100 
Aid to the Church in Need $928   
Thank you for your offerings 

Gracias por su ofrenda 

 

                                                            Parish Membership 
 We invite everyone to fully participate in our spiritual  life.  

 Come register! Forms are available on our parish website.  
Registration is required for the reception of the sacraments. 

 
 
 
 

 
New Goal for 2026 - $35, 525 

 
Thank you for your contribution! 
¡Gracias por sus contribuciones! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 English 10 a.m. every Friday and  
Sunday 9 a.m. during Lent 
Spanish 8 p.m. every Friday  
Sunday 10:30 a.m. during Lent 

Ingles 10 a.m. todos los Viernes & 9 a.m. Domingos durante la Cuaresma 
Español 8 p.m. todos los Viernes, Domingos 10:30 a.m. durante la  

Cuaresma 

Descanse en Paz 
Alipio Marengo 

February 
27 

Marc Ribes 



 

Parish Elevator Project 
 

For many years the church has been fundraising in order to fulfill the Project of  making the church  fully handicapped        
accessible. It will allow our members and guests from the wider community who cannot navigate stairs to be able to  attend all 
events at the church. If you would like to help financially with this project, you may make a donation in person, by mail or by 
using our GiveCentral website to secure your payment via card or bank account.  All donations are 100% tax deductible. You 
choose to participate in our Mission. You choose to embrace our Vision.  For this, we are  truly blessed and so very thankful!  
Bequeathing a portion in your will for the church will help the restoration  

To donate via GiveCentral, please visit: Givecentral.org/location/761/event/31380 
 

Proyecto de Ascensor Parroquial 
 

Durante muchos anos, la Iglesia ha estado recaudando fondos para cumplir con el proyecto de hacer que iglesia sea totalmente 
accesible para discapacitados.  Permitirá que nuestros miembros e invitados de la comunidad en general que no pueden subir 
escaleras puedan asistir a todos los eventos en la iglesia. Si desea ayudar financieramente con este Proyecto, puede hacer una 
donación en persona, por correo o utilizando  nuestro sitio web GiveCentral para asegurar su pago mediante tarjeta o cuenta  
bancaria.  Todas las donaciones son 100%  deducibles de impuestos. Eliges participar en nuestra Misión. Elige abrazar nuestra 
Visión. ¡Por esto, estamos realmente bendecidos y muy agradecidos! Legar una parte de su testamento para la iglesia ayudará a 
la restauración.  Para donar a través de GiveCentral, visite: Givecentral.org/location/76/event/31380 

50/50 Club 
50/50 envelopes are available in the back of the church. Please feel free to take additional envelopes for neighbors and friends.  

Minimum donation is $2.00 / $2.00 = 1 chance to win / $5.00 = 3 chances to win $10.00 = 6 chances to win  
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR NAME, PHONE # AND DOLLAR AMOUNT ARE ON EACH 50/50 ENVELOPE  

(We will make sure your contribution is converted into the proper amount of chances to which you are entitled.)  

 
 

I	sincerely	thank	all	the	generous	individuals	who	have	already	made	a	pledge	to	the	2025			
Annual	Catholic	Appeal	at	our	parish.	Your	support	makes	a	difference!	 	If	you	haven’t	pledged	
yet,	now	is	the	time	to	act!	Pick	up	a	donation	envelope	at	the	entrance	of	the	church	and	submit	
it	as	soon	as	possible.	For	an	even	faster	way	to	give,	text	DONATE	to	917-336-1255		today!	Every	
gift,	no	matter	the	size,	helps	us	reach	our	goal	and	support	those	in	need.	Make	your		
commitment	today—your	generosity	changes	lives!	
Agradezco sinceramente a todas las personas generosas que ya han hecho una promesa de contribución a la 
Campaña Anual Católica 2025 en nuestra parroquia. ¡Su apoyo marca la diferencia!  Si aún no ha hecho su   
compromiso, ¡ahora es el momento de actuar! Tome un  sobre de donación en la entrada de la iglesia y              
entréguelo lo mas antes posible . Para una forma aún más rápida de donar, envíe un mensaje de texto con la  
palabra  DONATE al 917-336-1255 hoy mismo. Cada contribución, sin importar el monto, nos ayuda a alcanzar 
nuestra meta y a apoyar a quienes más lo necesitan. ¡Haga su compromiso hoy—su generosidad cambia vidas! 

Jubileo de Esperanza,  
Renovación de Fe y Caridad 

Purgatory Society 
Sunday, February 22nd, 2026  

12:30pm Mass 
   

 
Luis Ramos 

 

Kathleen Gannon 
 

Alonzo, Maria Bongiorno 
 

AnnMarie Pasquin 
 

Phyllis Nusspickel 
 

Joan Walsh 
 

Carlos and Awilda Martinez 
 

Felipa Cruz, Cecilio Muñiz 
 

Christine Godwin 
 

Patricia Cusack 

Rozalia, Teordor, Zbigniew, 
Charles, Ted Toniuk 

 

Ermengilio, Rena,  
Geraldine, Laura,  

Anthony, Irene Panattieri 
 

Walter, Debbie,  
Robert Keough 

 

Marty Smilowitz 
 

Donald Buddenhagen 
 

Leonarda Bigos-Halina 
 

Robert Steven McGinnis 



 
 
 
¿Está usted un familiar o amigo interesado en convertirse en 
Católico o es Católico y aún no ha recibido la Sagrada       
Comunión y / o Confirmación? El Orden de Iniciación     
Cristiana para Adultos (OCIA) es un proceso maravilloso  
disponible para aquellos que se sienten llamados a convertirse 
en Católicos y para aquellos católicos que aún no han recibido 
la Primera Comunión y/o Confirmación. Si está interesado o 
para obtener más información, comuníquese con: Ernesto 
Cordero Coordinador de OCIA Tel: (347) 777-6483 

 
 
 
 
 

Are you, a family member or friend interested in becoming a 
Catholic or you are Catholic and have not yet received Holy 
Communion and/or Confirmation? The Order of Christian  
Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a wonderful process available to 
those who feel called to become Catholic and for those       
Catholics who have not yet received First Communion and/or 
Confirmation. If  interested or for further information, please 
contact:  

OCIA Coordinator: Diane Pistey Tel: 718-383-7809  

    

  Choir 

Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meets each Thursday at 7:00pm in the Church 

 
 
 
 

 
Grades 1 - 5 Wednesday 5:30pm - 7:00pm 
Grades 6 - HS Thursday 5:30pm - 7:00pm 

 
 

Baptisms are celebrated in English on the  
last Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m. and  

Spanish baptisms are celebrated on the first  
Saturday of every month at 2:00 p.m.  

Arrangements must be made at the Parish office in advance. 
The birth certificate must be presented.  Preparation is 
 required for parents and godparents before Baptism.  

God parents must meet requirements  

   Ministry to the Sick 
Priests are available anytime.  

Ministers of the Eucharist can be invited  
to bring Communion to the home of the sick. 

Marriages 
Arrangements should be made 

 six months in advance. Pre-Cana workshop is part of 
preparation. The website address is:  

bqonlineformation.org 

                            

 
 
 

 

 
 

Please consider donating your car to  
St. Vincent de Paul 718-491-2525 

svdauto-brooklynqueens.org 

Are you interested in serving the parish as 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Please speak with Fr. Benny or call the office 

 

 
 

Sign Up for Youth Basketball 
Any questions,  please call  

Coach Rocco Rubino 718-431-3404 

Order of Christian 
Initiation For Adults 

Orden de Iniciación 
Cristiana para Adultos 

How to obtain a plenary Indulgence during the  
Franciscan Jubilee Year  

January 10 2026 - January 10 2027 
Pilgrimage: Visit a Franciscan Church or shrine; 
Confession: Go to Sacramental Confession within 8 

days before or after the visit; 
Communion: Receive Holy Communion in the shrine 

preferably on the day of visit; 
Prayers for the Pope: Recite the Nicene Creed, Our 

Father and a Martian Invocation; 
Detachment: Maintain an inner, complete detachment 

from any venial sin. 

800  
Years 



 



FOR INFORMATION ON ADVERTISING IN  
THIS PUBLICATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

THE CHURCH BULLETIN   
(631) 249-4994 or Churchbtn@Gmail.com

Fireside Catholic Heritage Edition Bible  
The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American Bible 
Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic Family Bible. 
 
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and 
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges. 
 
                                                     Only $79.99 post paid     

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. 
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost of _________  
(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post paid to: 
Name _______________________________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

#110  FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • Churhbtn@gmail.com
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